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On bctialf of thc Bourbonnais Fire Protection District, I would like to express our support 
for ttic pctition tor recoiisiderariori riled hy the Associaiion of Public-Safety 
Coiiiiiiiiiiications Officials (APCO), the Iii~ernatioiial Association of Fire Chiefs and 
other piiblic safcty organizations iii h e  above-referenced proceeding regarding 
iniaiida~ory migration to inarrowband operations on land riiobile radio systems in  the VHF 
Hi$ Rand (350-170 MIL)  and UHF(421-512 MHz) frequencies 

Thc curi'ciit deadline ot.ianua.-y 13, 20U4, f c v  lhe FCC to accept applications to modify 
cx is l ing 25  ItH7 systeiiis will pre\eiit public safety licensees from adding critical capacity 
and coveraze for existing syslems Such modifications should be permitted until January 
I ,  2013, to coincide with a filial complete migration deadline. In the State ofIllinois 
there is il critical iiecd iu increase capacity and enhance the coverage of our wlde band 
i ~ i t i ~ t i ; i I  aid and  tirc ground opcratioiial channels throughout the Statc 

The current rulc prohibits m y  ncw systcm applicd for after January 13, 2004, from 
opcrating witli 25 kHz e ~ 1 ~ i p i n t n t .  There needs to be an exception to that rule lo 
accoiiiiiiodatc i i ~ \ v  sydcit is that i i i i i A i  iiiain~aiin interoperability with existing 25 kHz-only 
systeiiis There is a slznificaid partion of the State that I S  working to improve our 
iiitcropcrabilily Cor mutual aid operations. The current rules will significantly hinder our 
eiTorts to provide interoperability for a major portion ofthe State. 

The ct i r rc i t t  rule will makc I I  impossible for litany slate and local govemmcnts io add 
capacily or replace brokcn and h'orti-out radios after 2008, when 25 kHz capable radlo 
wi l l  no longer he allowed to he manulhclured or imported That date should he extended 
10 lanuary I, 201 3, to cojnctdc with a final c,oiuplete migration deadline 
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' I  DMA and other multi-bandwidth inode equipment caii provide important efficiencies 
Ibr certain types or  public safcty radio systems. Mobile data systems also provide critical 
Iliirctionality to modeni ptiblic safety communications operations, but generally requlre 
wideband (25 kHz) channels and arc consistent with niaximum spectral efficiency. The 
FCC' should contintie to allow such operations, so long as efficiency guidelines are i i i e t  

Rcspectrully subinittcd. 
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